INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (IDEA) 

162, Ward No. 3 Mehrauli, New Delhi-110030

Phone & Fax: 26181508/9818453347
E-Mail: idea.org@gmail.com / musicbasti@gmail.com 


MUSIC BASTI: BRIEF REPORT

(March 2008 to March 2009)







        Ms Faith Gonsalves

Project Officer,

 (IDEA)

Introduction

“Music Basti” program with children- at risk, is a reflection of a strong belief in the power of music to personally understand and access the world. Sound allows us a form of expression for our experience, not just joy on its own- including for children. It is an integral part also of our national and global culture, past and present, and builds an important link among individuals and between individuals and the wider world along with its attitudes and values.  

Appreciating the relevance of music to their lives can motivate children to enjoy learning and develop skills as well as attitudes, needed to succeed in their curriculum in school as well.

Why Music for Children- at risk?

Self- expression and self- confidence are encouraged among children through music which is both art and science. It offers a means of expression that speech does not. Music forms a part of an individual’s self identity and has the potential to foster a sense of achievement and self worth, and the ability to work confidently from within, and cooperatively with others. Shared performance builds team work, collaboration and participation in action. Children learn to cooperate with others to reach a common goal together, through creative playing, rehearsal and performance through music. They develop an awareness of different harmonious components within themselves and the cohesive roles and contributions of different members of their group towards a common goal. This process is essential in all children especially those who are considered ‘children- at risk’ and are deprived of such opportunities.

Music Basti

Music Basti programmes are geared towards generating social and cultural awareness through music among street children who may be runaway, homeless, in slums, in shelters or rehabilitation centers. It seeks to use music as a tool of personal empowerment for these children who too have every right to enjoy their childhood, as a part of their human growth. Based on these perceptions and principles, Music Basti began its activities in March 2008 as a pilot project attempting to bring the music community in Delhi in contact with children- at risk, particularly street children, slum children and children already being rehabilitated by NGOs. Over and above the provision of housing, clothing and food, institutionalized development programmes for street children, often do not have the capacity for recreational and cultural awareness in their educational programmes. These programmes as stated above are essential for children to develop self- identity, healthy attitudes and value orientation. These help them cope with issues in their personal lives or make impacting change to social structures they are immersed in. 

The Project
The one year project was begun in March 2008 with the support of Integrated Development Education Association (IDEA), networking with The YP Foundation (TYPF) and Aman Biradari, as part of it’s “Dil Se Campaign” to uphold the rights and dignity of street children.

The salient features of the project were the following:

· Identification of young talented musicians, motivation sessions for them and planning workshops with them.
· Music workshops (25) programme at Uma Pandey Home (Sarai basti), run by NGO Aman Biradari in Shastri Nagar, New Delhi.
· Documentation through the creation of a short film, ‘Music Basti’ (15 minutes) for awareness and information purposes, to screen in colleges/schools/festivals/ and other.
· A film screening of ‘Music Basti’ and concert by the same name at India Habitat Center, on November 27, 2008. The film-launch also featured a concert by Delhi based eclectic fusion band Advaita, and a photography and art exhibition, featuring art work by the participating children as well.
In 2009, Music Basti collaborated with The YP Foundation at the ‘Blending Spectrum Festival’, India Habitat Center, in March 2009 supported by The Global Fund for Children, showcasing the work done by young people to support street children in the city. The festival featured a performance organized by Music Basti, where boys from Uma Pandey Home, run by Aman Biradari, performed a song composed for the event, ‘Yeh Pal’ describing their life, hopes and aspirations. 
The Way Forward 

Music Basti has generated not only a process of joyful learning among the children at risk, but also an increased enthusiasm among the young music community in Delhi. As planned, the pilot project has made the latter that came from educated families, aware of many of the socio- economic and political situations of the deprived who live in an urban setting. These young musicians have been sharing their unique and new experience with their colleagues in colleges, offices and homes. They have expressed the desire to continue with this programme and would like to bring in their friends as well to be a part of it. The NGOs too who have heard about Music Basti and/or have seen the documentary film, are also keen on inviting the Music Basti organizer to include them in the programme.

Music Basti, therefore, is planning a sustained workshops series in New Delhi this year. For this it seeks to increase its volunteer base, and the number of organisations and NGOs it is collaborating with. It may be noted here that the Project Officer on account of her Music Basti experience, has been selected by Pravah and The Ashoka Foundation, as part of their Change Looms Programme, networking with this will also be further pursued. To recognize the work emerging from these workshops, the project seeks to create a bi-annual performance space for the children too in partnership with the young music community. 

Music Basti plans to create a music based programme that can be distributed and implemented by organizations working with child development programmes as an aid, to complement and support mainstream educational curricula too. This will include a beginner’s level introduction to music, with messages and ideas that pertain to a life- skills curriculum, communicated through musical and group activities.
Conclusion

In the long term, it seeks to develop a stronger commitment through voluntary activism on behalf of the music community to transform community needs into cutting edge activities; a stronger partnerships approach through a convergence of ideas and groups (street children, volunteers, music communities, NGOs, organizations, commercial and educational units). Music Basti believes that its social investment is in community support systems as well as training and education to equip all young people with the capacity to participate in the social and economic life of their community, especially children at risk.
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1. List of Resource Persons

	S. No
	Name
	Age
	Role
	Currently doing/Occupation

	1.  
	Pattie Gonsalves
	21
	Documentation and Film Maker
	Programmes Manager, The YP Foundation

	2.  
	Ankit Arora
	21
	Management and Project Organization
	Student

	3.  
	Gaurav Kodesia
	21
	Documentation and Film Maker
	Student of film, Royal Holloway University, London

	4.  
	Pranav Pahwa
	19
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University

	5.  
	Adhir Ghosh
	21
	Conductor of workshop
	Student and musician (guitar)

	6.  
	Suhail Yusuf Khan
	22
	Conductor of workshop
	Student and musician (sarangi) and also plays with Advaita

	7.  
	Abhishek Mathur
	26
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (guitar) and also plays with Advaita

	8.  
	Mohit Lal
	25
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (tabla) and also plays with Advaita

	9.  
	Tarun Balani
	23
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (percussion) and music teacher

	10.  
	Nikhil Mawkin
	24
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (vocals, guitar) and music teacher

	11.  
	Avinash Baghel
	23
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (vocals, violin) and music teacher

	12.  
	Shiv Ahuja
	19
	Photography Documentation
	Student, musician (keyboards) and photographer

	13.  
	Siddharth Bhargava
	26
	Photography Documentation
	Student and photographer

	14.  
	Zafar Khurshid
	21
	Photography Documentation
	Student at DU Law Faculty, and photographer

	15.  
	IP Singh
	24
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (vocals) and also with Delhi based band Farid Kot

	16.  
	Rajarshi Sanyal
	21
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (guitar) and also with Delhi based band Farid Kot

	17.  
	Gaurav Balani
	21
	Conductor of workshop
	Musician (guitar)

	18.  
	Tanya Lohani
	19
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University

	19.  
	Aakanksha Kapoor
	20
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University

	20.  
	Rohanjit Chaudhry
	20
	Organization and Management
	Student, Delhi University and member of The YP Foundation

	21.  
	Aditi Kaul
	19
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University and member of The YP Foundation

	22.  
	Tanvi Rao
	20
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University and member of The YP Foundation

	23.  
	Divyata Sohal
	20
	Volunteer
	Student, Delhi University and member of The YP Foundation

	24.  
	Ashutosh Tandon
	19
	Event management volunteer
	Student, Delhi University and member of The YP Foundation

	25.  
	Diksha Singh
	24
	Event management volunteer
	Volunteer

	26.  
	Advaita
	NA
	Performed a concert for the cause
	An 8 member fusion band from Delhi

	27.  
	Five8
	NA
	Assisted with the film
	A 5 member Delhi based band.

	28.  
	‘Musoc’, (Music Society of Kirori Mal College)
	NA
	Assisted with the film
	 20 member Music Society

	29.  
	‘Crescendo’ (Music Society of Sri Venkateswara College)
	NA
	Assisted with the film
	 20 member Music Society

	30.  
	Artistes Unlimited, a charitable trust for the promotion of the arts
	NA
	Assisted with the film
	40 member Delhi based choir 


2. List of Motivation sessions conducted for resource persons

	No. of sessions
	Venue
	No. Of Partici.
	Content
	Methodology

	Six per month for 8 months
(2008:

July, August, September, October, November;

2009: January. February, March) 
	The YP Foundation, Office, GK1

College premises: Lady Shri Ram College, Sri Venkateshwara College, Kirori Mal College.

Coffee houses/public spaces
India Habitat Center

	Regular members:

Faith Gonsalves, Ankit Arora, Pattie Gonsalves, Gaurav Kodesia
Other volunteers as and when necessary:

Suhail Yusuf Khan, Adhir Ghosh, Pranav Pahwa, Rohanjit Chaudhry

	Socio, political and economic situation of children at risk.

Roles and functions of young musicians in contributing to the empowerment of children at risk.

Generating awareness in civil society especially the youth through Music Basti.

Follow up of children at risk and NGOs after 1 years programme.

Time bound and target oriented schedule.


	Input

Discussion

Planning

Composition & practice of musical items

Reflection on outcome for further planning


3. List of Music Workshops

	S. No
	Dates
	Venue

	1. 
	24th July 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	2. 
	30th July 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	3. 
	8th August 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	4. 
	17th August 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	5. 
	26th August 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	6. 
	4th September 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	7. 
	15th September 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	8. 
	28th September 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	9. 
	6th October 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	10. 
	18th October 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	11. 
	26th October 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	12. 
	8th November 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	13. 
	18th November 2008
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	14. 
	15th January 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	15. 
	23rd January 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	16. 
	30th January 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	17. 
	8th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	18. 
	15th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	19. 
	17th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	20. 
	19th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	21. 
	21st February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	22. 
	23rd February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	23. 
	25th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	24. 
	27th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar

	25. 
	28th February 2009
	Sarai Basti, Shastri Nagar


quotes from team members:

“Music Basti is an innovation. An idea that I’ve seen create a different world for underprivileged children. Working with young people, musicians and children, sharing experiences and exposures, it creates a space for learning in music.”
Rohanjit Chaudhry, 20, The YP Foundation, ‘Blending Spectrum’ division working with urban slum children

“It’s a way to give back to society. I cannot become a politician or an MP, and propose a bill in parliament. I am a musician and Music Basti gives me that medium where I can communicate, educate and learn from these kids. I hope that they carry this music and message forward in their lives.” 

Tarun Balani, 23, Musician- Conductor

“Music Basti has made me grow in ways I never thought possible. It has really exposed another world that I wasn’t aware of.”
Pranav Pahwa, 19, Musician- volunteer
“Working in Music Basti was a realization that WE, as volunteers, musicians or in project management take things for granted in our normal lives. I feel more exposed to real life situations and problems. Through this project, different musicians interact through different genres of music with children from diverse cultural and religious backgrounds, and create a sense of unity.”

Ankit Arora, 21, Volunteer and Core Team member, Music Basti
“After the last Music Basti workshop, when we told the children that Music Basti wasn’t coming back for some time, they looked heart broken! I asked one of the boys why he looked so angry, and he said, “Jab bhaiyya log music bajatein the, main toh gaanon mein kho jata tha, aur baki ki duniya mein kya ho raha hai thodi der ke liye yaad nahi rehta tha.” * That’s when I knew Music Basti was not just entertainment but had a really long lasting impact on the children that you can see even today when you talk to them.”  (*Translation: When the musicians used play music, I would get lost in their songs, and forget about what was happening in the rest of the world for the little while.)
Aditi Kaul, 19, The YP Foundation, ‘Blending Spectrum’ division working with urban slum children at the same location
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